
I Spy!
Let’s make a Naturalist Journal

ACTIVITY THREE:

What is a Naturalist?  What is a Journal?

A Naturalist is someone who studies living things, whether in their homes, 
in the fields, woods, or streams.

A Journal is a written report that includes drawings of what you observe 
and what you think about those observations.

To be a good Naturalist look around for some of these animals, check 
them off when you see or hear them.  On the next page, write or draw about 
these animals that you observed.

Gray Squirrel Butterfly Gray Wolf Daddy Longleg White-Tail Deer

Robin Bee Screech Owl Raccoon Dragonfly



Now make the Naturalist Journal!

ACTIVITY FOUR:



Leaf Walk!

ACTIVITY FIVE:

Bays Mountain Park offers a large diversity of tree species: from the 
Hemlock to Sassafras.

Take a walk and look for the trees that match these leaves.  When 
you find them, check them off.

Remember!!!  Don’t pick leaves off trees or take them home with you.  
The animals need them!

Sassafras:
Has 3 different
leaf patterns.

Sweetgum Leaf:
If you crush it, it
has a strong odor.

Tulip Poplar:
Tennessee’s
State Tree.

Red Maple leaf:
Most widespread
tree in eastern
deciduous forests.

Hemlock Leaf:
It stays green
throughout the
year, making it an
evergreen.

Sugar Maple:
Preferred maple for
making syrup.



Lake Patrol!

ACTIVITY SIX:

The animals that live around Bays Mountain Lake are very goo at 
hiding.  Even though they are difficult to find they leave hints about 
where they have been.  Match each animal’s name to it’s picture and 
then to the appropriate track.  When you are done, go to the lake and 
see if you can spot any of these tracks.

Snapping Turtle

Bobcat

Raccoon

Bear

Great Blue Herron

Bull Frog

Beaver

White Tailed Deer



ACTIVITY SEVEN:

Look for the things described on this bingo card.  When you find one, 
draw it in the appropriate box.  When you get four things in a row, 
you get bingo!

Forest Bingo
Can you find some of these?

A Pine Cone A Trail Sign A White Flower Something trapped in a
spider’s web

Something living under
a rock

A Maple Leaf

A Red Flower

An Animal House

An Evergreen Plant

Something with more than
6 legs

A Predator

An Oak Leaf

Something older
than you are

A seed from a
large plant

Something that lives
where it’s wet

A plant growing on
another plant



ACTIVITY EIGHT:

To drive your car you
must put gas in it.
Gas is the fuel your 
car needs to run.

Animals need fuel too.  
An animal gets its fuel 
from food.  Food gives 
an animal energy.

Food Chains

Energy is passed from animal to animal in a food chain.

Complete the food chain with animals you might see at Bays
Mountain.

Draw an
insect that
would eat
a plant.

Draw a reptile
or amphibian
that would eat
an insect.

Draw a small
mammal that
would eat a
reptile or
amphibian.

Draw a Predator
that would eat a
small mammal.
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